	Unit FC: How Do We Know Some Objects Are Really Special?



About this unit: This unit explores the concept of specialness in relation to objects. Children start the unit by considering objects that are special to them and why they are so special. They then consider objects that are special to Christians and Muslims when they practise their faith. The practitioners and children use persona dolls, thinking skills (community of enquiry), stories and DVD clips to explore the concepts. 
The religion studied in this unit: Christianity and Islam
Estimated teaching time for this unit: Approximately 4 hours
	Prior learning
	Vocabulary
	Resources

	It is helpful if children have:

· had opportunities to talk about their own feelings and experiences of special objects
· had experience of listening to stories

· had opportunities to ask open questions
	In this unit, children will have an opportunity to use words and phrases related to:

· stories about or concerning special objects, prayer mat, Qur’an, Qur’an stand and cover
· special, specialness, care, preparation


	· A class doll. This could be a persona doll, although this isn’t necessary

· www.parrotfish.co.uk/persona_dolls.htm and www.blss.portsmouth.sch.uk/earlyyears/ for an illustration of the use of persona dolls
· DVD material – Muslim Prayer at the South Kirklees Faith Centre – footage on www.cleo.net.uk (RE section), and separate film footage soon to be published on:  www.interfaithkirklees.org.uk 

· Internet –inside a mosque: http://www.hitchams.suffolk.sch.uk/mosque /index.htm
· Picture Book: Stories from World Religions: Annabel Shilson-Thomas – Viking (ISBN: 014055477-7)
· Muslim Prayer Mat 
· Children’s Bible

	Observational Opportunities
Observe the children’s engagement in group activities
Listen to and note the questions of the children: are they open, ‘fat’ questions?

Observe use of role play. 


Contributions - Practice Guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage

	Development Matters & Early Learning Goals
	Example of what children might do 

	The child: 
	Children might: 

	30 – 50 Months
Listens to others in small groups

Questions why things happen

Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall 


	Listen to what each other says when involved in a community of enquiry Listen to a story which explores a special object 
Create some open questions – where, what, how, why – when they listen to a story – or talk to persona dolls 

	40 – 60 Months

CLL:
Initiates conversation, attend to and takes account of what others say
KUW:

Gains an awareness of the cultures and beliefs of others
	Take part in a community of enquiry showing that they can listen to other children before responding
Children ask questions of a Christian and Muslim persona doll

	Early Learning Goals

CLL:
Enjoys listening to and using spoken and written language and readily turns to it in their play and learning

Sustains attentive listening responding to what they have heard with relevant comments, questions or actions
Listens with enjoyment and respond to stories.
KUW:

Begins to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people 
	Create their own way of preparing to use their special object in role play, adapting language and ideas modelled by the practitioner
Ask relevant questions having heard a story or been introduced to a   Christian and Muslim persona doll




	KIRKLEES AGREED SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES:

To develop an awareness that people believe different things and that some people believe in God

To ask and talk about puzzling questions which arise from their own experience 

To listen to and respond to stories from different cultural and religious traditions

To experience stillness and times of reflection, responding to what they see, hear, smell, touch and feel




Key Questions Running Through Unit: 
What are my special objects? How do I look after them?
What is Lucy’s special objects (Children’s Bible). How is this treated?

What are Yusuf’s special objects? (Prayer mat, Qur’an, stand and cover); How are these treated?
Why are these objects so special?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should:
	FOCUSSED TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES
	POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	Learn that some  special  objects are worth a lot of money but that many are not

	The practitioner should introduce something that is very special to them, giving reasons why it is so special despite it being of little monetary value. The children should be encouraged to ask questions about the object to find out as much as they can about it and the reasons why it is so important to the practitioner.
In a Circle time opportunity (time to think)

encourage the children the time to think about something that is special to them and then  take turns to say what is special to them and why. 

Encourage children to bring in a special object, discuss how they might be displayed and how to treat them. This will lead to agreeing on particular rules of how to look after and handle/use them.

	CLL:
Make a display of children’s special objects. Alongside this, could be taped recordings by the children of what their object is and why it is so special to them.

Share a story about something special eg. ‘Harry’s home’

(focus on his special red bag)

 Platypus by Chris Riddell (Puffin) ISBN 0 14 05677 1
CD:

The children could make and decorate something to contain their special object.  Could they make up some ‘rules’ about how to remove their object and how to use it? They could teach each other how to remove their object using the special rules they have created.

	I can make a display of my special objects and say why they are special to me
I can make something to contain my special object

I can make up some rules about how to treat and handle my special object


	It is important that the children are given plenty of opportunity to explore the fact that some objects may be worth very little in terms of monetary value yet they are of immense importance to individuals




	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should:
	FOCUSSED TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES
	POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	Learn about Lucy, a Christian girl and her special book (a Children’s Bible) and how she looks after and uses her book. 

Learn that Christians have a special object, a bible.


	Recap on our special objects.
Introduce Lucy, a Christian girl (represented by a doll or photograph). Give her name, age, hobbies etc and encourage the children to ask questions. 

Tell the children that Lucy has some special objects – bring these out of a bag. (Some of monetary value, others of none). The children discuss these with Lucy and ask questions.

Lucy then tells them that she has a special object, a Children’s bible, with her name and an inscription in the front of the book.  Through questioning the children discover that this book was given on the occasion of her Christening.  

Encourage the children to ask questions that will allow Lucy to explain how she enjoys sharing stories from the bible with her family, how she treats her bible and where she keeps it, how she takes the bible to Sunday School/Junior Church to share with her friends. 
Children choose a story to read from her bible. 


	PSED and CLL:

Children role play – one child has a doll and introduces it to a group. The group asks questions to find out about it.
The children might also practice asking questions about certain objects that are displayed on a table

KUW:

Children might bring in their special books. They might explore how their books are similar to and different from the bible

	I can ask questions of Lucy and listen to what others have to say (Take part in a community of enquiry, asking questions and listening to others)

	The Resource Pack gives information about how to use persona dolls and some links to useful websites and training opportunities for using these motivational dolls. However, an ordinary doll can be used instead of a persona doll.
The community of enquiry (Philosophy for Children) is described in full in the RE Handbook on Kirklees Grid for Learning
Lucy’s character is gradually built up. The doll can be brought out in subsequent units at relevant points



	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should:
	FOCUSSED TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES
	POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	Learn that some  special  objects are worth a lot of money but that many are not

Learn about Yusuf, a Muslim boy – about his prayer mat.
Learn that a prayer mat is an important object allowing a Muslim to practise his faith.  

	Introduce Yusuf, a Muslim boy (doll/photograph/Muslim visitor).  Tell the children that Yusuf has some special objects – bring these out of a bag (some of monetary value, others of none). The children discuss these with Yusuf and ask questions.

Yusuf shows the children that he has a very special object. 

He brings out his prayer mat and places it on the floor.

Invite the children to talk to each other about what it might be and why it is so special to Yusuf. Share all their ideas. Yusuf tells them that he uses his mat to enable him to pray to Allah five times every day.  He then shows how he prepares to pray by removing his shoes, and washing (wudu). He carefully positions the mat before beginning his prayers. 
Show pictures/dvd clips showing Muslims at prayer at home and in the Mosque.


	PSED:

Children continue to role play – one child has a doll and introduces it to a group. The group asks questions to find out about it.

Children make use of the prayer mat in their role play.
CLL:
If a Muslim adult is able to visit the setting, the children could ask her/him questions specific to the use of the prayer mat.

	I can ask questions of the Muslim character, Yusuf or a Muslim visitor.

	The Resource Pack gives information about how to use persona dolls and some links to useful websites and training opportunities for using these motivational dolls. However, an ordinary doll can be used instead of a persona doll
The community of enquiry (Philosophy for Children) is described in full in the RE Handbook

Go to www.interfaithkirklees.org.uk for film footage of Muslims preparing to worship, including removal of shoes and wudu. Alternatively go to the RE section in www.cleo.net.uk
Yusuf’s character is gradually built up. The doll can be brought out in subsequent units at relevant points



	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should:
	FOCUSSED TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES
	POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	Say why these objects are so special
	Remind the children that the Bible was special to Lucy because the stories helped her to think about how to behave as a Christian. 

Can the children remember and say why the prayer mat was special for Yusuf? 

Now put the bible and the prayer mat on their own special displays.

Revisit the children’s display of special objects. Reflect: Is there anything on our display that is so special that it could go on the display with Lucy and Yusuf’s? Can you say why it should be there?  A special atmosphere might be created with music as the practitioner places their own special object with the mat and bible explaining why it is there. 

The children might be invited to do the same as the practitioner observes the quality of the reasons the children give.


	PSED and CLL:
The children should be given plenty of opportunity to work in pairs to discuss why some objects are more important to them than others. This will help them to appreciate why the bible and prayer mate are so important to Christians and Muslims
	I can recall why the bible was special to Lucy (a Christian) and the Prayer mat important to Yusuf (a Muslim)

I can think about special objects and say why they are special


	



