	Unit 1D:  Why are Some Places Holy for Some People? (Church)




About this unit: An introduction to the Christian place of worship, focusing on the concept of ‘holy’ and including a visit to a church.

The religions studied in this unit: Christianity

Estimated teaching time for this unit: Approximately half a term
	Prior learning
	Vocabulary
	Resources

	It is helpful if children have:

· Completed Unit FF
· Visited special places
	In this unit, children will have an opportunity to use words and phrases related to:

· Church, cross, Bible, pews, lectern, altar, hymn book, stained glass window.

· Vicar

· Prayer

· Holy

· Christian


	· Pictures of stained glass windows

· www.interfaithkirklees.gov.uk for photos and examples of churches

· www.kirklees-ednet.org.uk (RE section)
· www.cleo.net.uk for short videos

· Objects to create a special place in the classroom.
· Digital cameras
· www.kgfl.org.uk – The RE portal houses resources and thinking skill activities to support this unit



	EXPECTATIONS:    At the end of this unit

	Children working towards the expected level will be able to (Level P8):

· Listen attentively to religious stories or to people talking about religion.

· Begin to realise the significance of religious artefacts, and places. 
	Children working at the expected level will be able to (Level 1): 
· Recognise and name features of religious life and practice

· Talk about their own experiences and feelings.


	Children working beyond the expected level will be able to (Level 2):

· Identify some features of religion and its importance for some people.

· Ask and respond sensitively to questions about their own and others’ thoughts and feelings.




NB: Units 1E and 1D are intended to be flexible and either one can be taught first (depending upon the cultural, ethnic and religious mix of the children in the class). Please note that the first two activities in each unit are the same but should only be used at the beginning of the unit taught first. 

Contributions for the foundation stage curriculum 
	ELG Indicators 
	Example of what children might do 

	The child: 
	Children might: 

	CLL: interacts with others, negotiating plans and activities and taking turns in conversations

CLL: sustain attentive listening, responding to what they have heard by relevant comments, questions or actions 

PSED: understands that they can expect others to treat his or her needs, views, cultures and beliefs with respect

PSED: understands that people have different needs, views, cultures and beliefs, that need to be treated with respect 

PSED: Understands that there need to be agreed values and codes of behaviour for groups of people, including adults and children to work together harmoniously

KUW: looks closely at similarities, patterns and change and begins to know about their own culture and beliefs and those of others 
CD: explores colour, texture, shape, form and space in two and three dimensions

	Plan and agree an Odd One Out activity, using religious objects

Ask questions of the photos of the Church and artefacts they are given

Create their own special place and observe ‘rules’ they make when in it

Compare and contrast the church as a special place for Christians with their own special place

Ask questions of a Church member or Vicar that visits

Observation of religious artefacts

	KIRKLEES AGREED SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES:

To experience some places of worship and symbols, their purpose, meanings and the feelings they evoke.



	ASSESSMENT SUGGESTIONS

Each child constructs a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the church and mosque, after both units have been taught.

Record children talking about places that are special to them and why.




	KEY QUESTIONS
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should:
	FOCUSSED TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES


	POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	What makes a place special?


	Talk about special places.


	If taught before unit 1E start with the following activities.

Read a story about a special place. (For example, recap Harry’s Home or read another story – see Resource Pack book list)
Visualisation – Ask children to close their eyes and think about a place that is special to them. How do they feel in this place? How do they feel when they think about this place? What do they do in this place? What can they see, hear, and touch? What makes the place special? Is it a special place to anyone else?

Why do we need special places?
	CD:
Paint or draw or construct their own special place. 

CLL:

Talk about why it is special.
	I can talk about a place that is special to me.
	‘Harry’s Home’ 

Catherine and Laurence Anholt 

ISBN 1-84121-603-8

Was used in unit FF to illustrate special places.

Opportunities for Philosophy for Children (P4C) – see RE Handbook on Kirklees Grid for Learning.

See Resource Pack and RE Handbook for visualisation ideas.

	Make rules for a special place.
	How do we behave in a special place? Do all special places have the same rules?
	Recap previous work on special places and why we need them. 

Make a special place in the classroom (use fabric, cushions, fairy-lights etc to make it inviting and distinct from the rest of the classroom). Collect ideas from the children.

Introduce this area as a special place for us all to use, but we want everyone to enjoy using it so we need to establish the rules for using it. Think – pair – share: What is our special place for? Why might we need a special place? How do we want to feel when we are in it? What should we put in it? What are these objects for? How will we act to show that this place is special? Will we enter/leave in a special way? Will we say any special words?

Special place left in the classroom to be used as agreed by the class.


	KUW:

Take photographs of children using the special place, for reminders in future activities.
	I can make rules for using a special place. 
	Objects chosen for the special place consider: Items of beauty, multi-sensory, important to the children, photos of old class members, souvenirs from trips etc.

This may lead to exploration of the concept of ritual as an element of religious practice. 


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should:
	KEY QUESTIONS


	FOCUSSED TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES


	POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	Talk about a place and what makes it special.
	What makes a place special?
	If taught after unit 1E start with this activity.

Revise children’s experience of their own special places and the classroom special place. Remind children of the rules for using our special place. How do we feel when we are in the special place? Are there any changes we have had to make to the way we use it? Why have we made these changes? Is it easy to remember the rules for our special place? Why? 

Our special place has a special use. In small groups look at photos of places in school that have a special use? Eg library, ICT suite etc. Children discuss and report back: What are the rules/rituals we have for using these and why? What is the atmosphere like in each of these rooms? Does it change when they are used for different things? Eg the school hall (dinnertime, assembly, PE)

Show a picture of a church. What is this place? What is it used for?  Who uses it? Who is it special for?


	KUW:

Continue to use the special place or look at pictures to remind us how it was used.


	I can talk about what makes a place special.
	


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should:
	KEY QUESTIONS


	FOCUSSED TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES


	POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	Experience a still atmosphere.

Learn what the word holy means.
	How do you feel?

What does holy mean?
	Create a Theatre of learning to explore the concept of holy; Play soothing Christian music, use candles and other artefacts to create a still, calm atmosphere. Allow the children to experience it. Possibly use a visualisation/stilling.

Ask children to reflect, How do you feel? Can you think of any words to describe the atmosphere? If we took anything away or changed the music would you feel the same? At this stage children do not need to share their ideas.

A church is not just a special place: it is a holy place. Holy means that it is a place where people go to think about God. Have you ever visited a holy place? Close your eyes and think about our shared experience. Think about how it felt. Do you think everyone felt the same? It does not matter that it may be hard to explain how you felt but try to remember the feelings you had inside.

Everyone finds it hard to explain how they feel in a holy place. 
	CLL:
A display might be made using the children’s ‘feeling’ words


	I can be still and quiet.

I start to talk about what ‘holy’ means to me.
	Learn more about Theatres of Learning & visualisation in the RE Handbook. For visualisation ideas try, ‘Don’t just do something sit there’ by Mary Stone 

ISBN 1-85175-105-X 

Taize Music or similar 
Teachers note: Holy/sacred objects and places have been set apart and dedicated to God/a deity. 

	Name some of the things we might see in a church.


	What might you see inside a church? Why?
	This activity is a preparation for the church visit.

What is a church? A Christian holy place. (Remind children of what holy means).

Where are the churches near to school? 

Has anyone been to a church? (There may be an opportunity to remind children of a previous visit).

What do you think you might see at church? Why? Is everything inside the church holy? 

Mind Map the ideas and add to them.

Bible, cross, lectern, altar/table, font, pulpit, hymn book, candles, pews, rosary beads, kneelers, stained glass windows, organ etc. Which do you think are the most holy? Why? Look at some of these objects either through a virtual tour of a church, or through pictures and/or artefacts themselves. Try ‘Odd One Out’ activities with 3 objects/photographs.
	CLL:

Children given photos and think of questions they want to ask

Having tried a group Odd One Out – try one as part of the continuous curriculum

CD:
Observational drawing of artefacts
	I can name some of the things that might be in a church.


	For a virtual tour, go to:
www.request.org.uk (Also on RE:Quest Christianity Unpacked DVD)

The Odd One Out thinking skill is explained fully in the RE Handbook and can be found for Interactive Whiteboard on the RE portal on Kirklees Grid for Learning (www.kgfl.org.uk) – see Resource Pack also


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should:
	KEY QUESTIONS


	FOCUSSED TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES


	POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	Experience the atmosphere, and items that can be found inside a church.

	What can we see inside the Church?

	Visit to a local church or to either Dewsbury Minster or Huddersfield Parish Church, through Interfaith Kirklees (Schools).

Before entering the building talk about how we should behave when entering this place, are we ready to go in? Remind children that this is a holy place and how they must behave when in the building. 

On entering the church let the children experience the atmosphere, sit, listen to music & look around. What questions do you have? How do you feel? What can you see? 
Walking respectfully around the church, the children should decide on three things / objects that for them are really holy. They should take a picture of each and say why they have chosen these in particular.

	CD:

Children to sketch some of the holy objects seen around the building.
	I have used all my senses to explore a church. 


	A Learning Package from Interfaith Kirklees (Schools) will complement this unit: see www.interfaithkirklees.org.uk
NB Communion silverware etc will be locked away and you may have to ask to see this.
See Resource Pack for a writing template


	Talk about our visit to the church.


	How did you feel inside the church? What holy things did you see?
	Follow up to church visit – 

Set up the Theatre of Learning again, add photographs of objects taken by the children to the central arrangement. Ask the children to close their eyes and think about how being in church made them feel? What was the atmosphere like? What did you see? What makes it a holy place?

In small groups look at the photographs. Which do they think are the most holy objects? Can they explain why they think this? Why? They might work in small groups using a Diamond Ranking activity to put the objects in what they consider to be their ‘order of holiness’, justifying their decisions. Have all the groups chosen the same things and the same order? Why/not?

	KUW & PSED:

The children might create a Memory map of the church.
	I can talk about what I saw in the church and how I felt. 
	For an introduction to memory mapping see the Thinking Skills section in the RE Handbook on Kirklees Grid for Learning.
See: www.request.org.uk/main/
Churches/buildings/buildings.

htm

(Also on RE:Quest Christianity Unpacked DVD)

For an explanation of Diamond Ranking and a template, go to the Thinking Skills section in the RE Handbook on Kirklees Grid for Learning. See Resource Pack

	KEY QUESTIONS
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should:
	FOCUSSED TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES


	POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	What would you like to ask our visitor?


	Create and ask questions.
	If possible invite a local Christian/vicar into class to talk to the children about why the church is a holy place and how they feel about the church. Do they have any other places that they feel to be holy? Prior to the visit the children should devise questions to ask, deriving these from the work so far in this unit. 

If this is not possible visit the Interfaith Kirklees (Schools) website and use the ‘Ask the Vicar’ section to e-mail a member of the clergy in one of the two Kirklees Christian Faith Centres.


	CD:
Make thank you cards for the visitor. 

KUW & CLL:

Write and send an e-mail to the North or South Kirklees Christian Faith Centre
	I can ask a question and listen to the answer.


	There may be a Christian member of staff willing to be the visitor. 

NB Prepare the questions before the visitor comes in to class.


	What holy symbols or pictures might be found in a stained glass window?


	Look at stained glass windows.
	Additional Activity

Discuss what the children saw in the stained glass windows when visiting the Church. Why do you think there are pictures within the stained glass? 

Talk about how pictures can tell stories or give information.

Children design their own stained glass window showing in their window what they understand by the word holy. This might involve evoking a feeling or depicting holy objects.  The window can be created on paper, using shapes and coloured sweet wrappers/cellophane, made into a window shape and possibly laminated. 
The activity could be completed in an atmosphere of calm and reflection, using music.

The children might create a sentence or two about their piece of stained glass – a title, what it depicts and the feelings evoked.
	KUW & CLL:
Look at and talk about examples of stained glass windows through the interactive whiteboard or pictures.

CLL:

Children might make up their own stories from a stained glass window. Their stories might then be compared to the original. 


	I can talk about what I have seen in a stained glass window.

I can create my own stained glass window and talk about my feelings


	The children might use a simple computer program to create their own stained glass images and window.



	KEY QUESTIONS
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should:


	FOCUSSED TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES


	POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	What are the similarities and differences between the church and the mosque?


	Compare the church and the mosque
	This Assessment activity should be done after completing units 1D and 1E.

Produce a Venn Diagram to show similarities and differences between the church and the mosque. Think about the building itself, what happens within it and what makes it holy.

See Resource Pack for ‘I Can’ level statements related to this assessment.
	CLL & KUW:

Look at memory maps of mosque and church. This should help children to be able to determine similarities and differences.
	I can talk about things that are different and things that are the same about the church and the mosque
	See Resource Pack for a Venn Diagram template
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