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interfaith kirklees – LEARNING PACKAGES: 


Unit 1D:  What makes a church special for Christians?
(Dewsbury Minster) 
Key Stage: 1
Duration: 2 hours
	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	Children welcomed and introduced to the visit in a lower hall. Two groups (pre-arranged). Group 1 to East Window, Group 2 to Paulinus Chapel
Group I lines up first, and walks silently up the stairs looking at the rainbows on the floor, and listening! Emphasis on not looking up until the guide says so! Once standing in a semi-circle around the East Window they are told they can look. Initial reaction? 5 senses? They sit down still looking… Think-pair-share
I wonder if you can see people who look sad?

I wonder if you can see people who look happy?

I wonder what others are doing?

I wonder how many people you can see?

I wonder if you can see anything in your favourite colour?

Use feelie bags

Guide uses the window to tell the Christian story using the children’s input…

I wonder if you know what is happening in this bit of the window?

I wonder how the people are feeling?

What `fat’ questions do you have to ask? 

(mmmm is a good response to any answer!!)

Stay standing if…

· You can say which part of the window means the most to you

· You can say how the window makes you feel etc

· I wonder what could be taken away to make you feel different?

Mental photograph if needed: In twos one takes a `mental photograph’ and describes it to partner. Swap over

	Understand that pictures in stained glass windows give spiritual information to people
	Look/listen. 
Together and in pairs
	20 mins
	`rainbows’ on floor up the stairs, music playing from under the stairs, curtain to hide window from group 2

	BREAK
	
	together
	15 mins
	Squash etc

	Groups swap over with Group 1 going upstairs first, listening and looking this time. They wait in the anteroom to the Chapel. The guide asks each one individually (inc adults) whether they are ready to go in. to this very special holy place, a place of prayer for Christians, to listen, look, smell etc. Once all are in and sitting silently in dimmed lighting the guide encourages the children to have a good look.
Initial responses? Think-pair-share

Lights up, more looking.

Using the box of artefacts that the cleaner has left (!) encourage the children to identify them, work out what they are and where they should go.

I wonder if you agree?

Children to close eyes and think.

I wonder what you thought of?

Why do you think other people come here?

What one thing will you remember?

Everyone leaves as quietly as they entered and go to the main worship area for a final reflection with both groups together
	
	Together &

pairs
	20 mins
	Chalice, remembering/remembrance

Lion, Aslan, stone table

Bible (for everyone)

Candles –Jesus as light of the world

Photo of Jean-Marie

Prayer book

	Everyone in the main worship area
I wonder how you feel here in this big space?
I wonder if you feel small or big?

I wonder if you feel different from being in the other 2 places?

How do you think Christians feel when they come here?

Final thoughts and departure
	Final reflection/silence
	together
	5 mins
	Quiet music


