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interfaith kirklees – LEARNING PACKAGES: 


Unit 1E:  What makes a mosque special for Muslims? (Salah)
Duration: 2 hours
	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	Children welcomed outside the mosque. Look at other buildings. Talk about them and reason for them…
	
	Look/listen
	5 mins
	

	Children move inside and settled.
Guide asks question: what is this place for? How can you tell? What can you see? Etc How do you feel now you are inside?

	Ability to think and question

	Talk in pairs

	5 mins

	

	Introduction and plan (sitting around a visual focus)
A special place: what is your special place? Why? What? When? Etc

This place is special. You are going to find out why and tell me at the end of your activities…

Divide children into 4 groups:
Group 1: wudu
Group 2: madressah (how Muslim children learn to pray)

Group 3 and 4: prayer hall –  call to prayer  and  prayer mats. Groups can work together in the prayer hall.
Use open questioning: What can you see? What you think happens here? Who comes? Why? How does this make you feel? What do you think Muslims pray about?
Two activities to do then swap over after the break
	To respond sensitively to a special religious place, in this case, a place where Muslims pray
	Together
Groups 1 - 4
	15 mins
	


	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	BREAK

	
	
	15 mins
	Squash, biscuits

	Groups swap over

	
	
	
	

	A Muslim’s Commitment: Prayer
· Why do we remove shoes before entering a mosque? Allow time for suggestions and answers
Tell story of Prophet Musa going up Mount Sinai “put off your shoes- holy ground”

Muslims take off shoes out of love for Holy Prophet. Ask pupils how they prepare for an event

· How do Muslims prepare to pray?

Why the washroom (wudu)?

Ask pupils to think of open-ended questions to ask after guide has performed ablutions. Can pupils explain back to the guide why this is important?

· What is the `Azaan’? What is that sound?
Ask pupils what they think it means. How does it make them feel?

Tell story of Bilal

· How do Muslims pray?
Entering the Main Prayer Hall –Jamaat Khana

Guide to ask pupils: Why is it quiet? Who can enter? What do you `feel’? What can you see? What can’t you see? What do you think Muslims feel coming in here? Why is it very simple?
· Look at the prayer mat. In groups of 4 plan 2 questions The pupils to ask questions of the guide. 

· Watch the guide perform prayers. The pupils to suggest what each action might mean and why they think that. Guide to explain afterwards. Ask pupils what they would pray about if they prayed.
· Celebrating Friday prayers- `Jumu’ah’. What is the special day for pupils? How do they spend it? Why Friday for Muslims? Use of Prayer clocks?
· How is this Prayer Hall similar to other places of worship you have visited? How different?

	Muslims attach importance towards adequate preparation and purification
Muslims can only pray after they have done the ablution – wudu
The actions Muslims perform when praying all have special meaning

Friday is a holy day for Muslims. (How is it different from the Christian Sunday and Jewish Sabbath? )
	Class together

In pairs, fours
	25 mins
	This not for Guides to discuss but to be followed up at school

	If you have time:

Listen to a story about the life of Mohammed (PBUH) or a traditional Muslim story about prayer
	
	Together
	5 mins

	


Conclusion











Together                   Time
Madressah group to join the Prayer Hall group in the Prayer Hall

Pupils to experience a `Quiet Time’ sitting in the prayer hall.

How did they feel closing their eyes for a few moments.








5 mins
How did this contrast with life in school?

Thank yous and goodbyes!!
