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interfaith kirklees – LEARNING PACKAGES: N & S KIRKLEES MUSLIM FAITH CENTRES 


Unit 3C: Why is Prayer so important in Islam?
Duration: 2 hours
	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	Welcome (Outside The Mosque)

· Guide(s) introduce themselves, the Muslim community and surrounding locality (homes and streets). 

· Briefly explain about local mums, dads and children from locality (e.g. they are at work, school etc).

· Explain the guide represents his / her own local Muslim Community. 

· Ask a child to introduce himself / herself and their school. 
	Muslims live in their own communities

A working day in the life of a Muslim is the same as people who come from other faith backgrounds.
	The class together
	10 mins
	None

	Panoramic View From Mosque

· Ask the question – “What can we see?… Identify what other types of buildings are present? … and what seems to be the purpose for their use? (e.g. Batley High School, factories, town hall etc).

· Can the children see other buildings dedicated to God?

· Identify the purpose of their visit.

· “What do we want to learn and understand about the Mosque?”

· How is a Mosque used by the local Community?

· Who are the people using the Mosque?


	The Mosque is a very special place for Muslims. It is a place of worship for those people who follow the Islamic faith.
Like the other buildings, the Mosque is also here for a purpose – it has an important role to play within the local community.
	The class together
	
	None

	Looking at the building externally and ask the children to identify various features and to think what these distinct features might be there for?

What is there here that tells you that this building is a mosque?
1. Minarets

2. Sign board

3. “Two buildings in one” 

4. Madressah

5. Masjid 

Do you think it’s always been a mosque?
	Knowing about the main features outside a Mosque – or What features distinguish a Mosque?
	The class together
	
	None


	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	Preparing To Enter The Mosque
Key message - we are now about to enter a very special place and we need to be respectful.
Children to remove their shoes and remember the rack number.
Children will enter whilst a recording of the ‘Azaan’ is being played.
Questions
Why do we remove shoes before entering a Mosque?

Talk about the story of Prophet Musa going up Mount Sinai – and how he was asked to remove his sandals – “Put off thy shoes from off thy feet for on the place where thou now standth is holy ground”.
Muslims take their shoes off out of love for the Holy Prophet and to prepare themselves to enter the House of Allah/the mosque. Children to discuss in pairs how they prepare for an event – eg: going on holiday; taking a test at school.
What is the ‘Azaan’? What is that sound? 

Mention the story of Bilal – whilst the first Mosque was being built and how he was the first Muslim to call out the ‘Azaan’. Show the BBC Pathways video/DVD of ‘Bilal and the Call to Prayer’

What part of the Mosque / Madressah are we sat in – and what significance does it have for Muslims?/ Who do you think might use this room?

Talk about after-school hours ‘Madressah’ classes.

What does this tell you about Muslims?

What do you think the children who are coming to classes are preparing for?

Children spend some time recording what they have learnt about how a Muslim prepares to enter the mosque / prepares for life as a Muslim on a mind map
	Before Muslims enter the mosque they must be properly prepared

Children understand why Muslims remove their shoes
Children understand that here are other ways Muslims prepare to worship Allah….

The ‘Madressah’ is a place where children come and learn how to read the Qur’an.

	All class together
Children in THINK – PAIR-SHARE activity
	15 mins
	Recording of the Azaan; DVD of Bilal and the Call to Prayer

The Story of Bilal can be found in the Resource Pack


	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	Group 1:  Preparing to Pray: In the Faith Centre

The guide demonstrates the orientation of the prayer mat and stands as if to begin praying. The children in groups of 4 are allowed to plan questions up to 9 questions to which the guide can only answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to ask to find out as much as they can about the prayer mat. They place their questions in their agreed order of importance. A total of 10 questions can be asked by the group as a whole. Once 10 questions have been asked, the children should review what they know about this object.
They should then undertake a Memory Map activity.
Entering The Washroom Area (Wudu) and Going to Pray
· Explain the significance of the washroom area.
· Guide performs ‘Wudu’.
· Children in small groups (eg 4s) think of three open-ended questions they want to ask of the guide to find out as much about what is happening and why as possible.
· Hot seating – children ask the questions and the guide answers
· At the end the children have to tell the guide the purpose behind performing ‘Wudu’ and the rituals.
They record what they’ve learnt about preparation for prayer on their mind map.

They then enter the prayer hall and watch the guide perform prayers. They suggest what each of the actions might mean and suggest why they think this. The guide explains the meaning of the actions.

Celebrating Friday – and attending ‘Jumu’ah’ prayers. Children discuss their special/favourite day in the week - what they do on these days and why they do these things. How do they show that it’s a special day? 
This is contrasted with Friday for Muslims; the children are directed towards the prayer clocks and learn about the importance of Friday and Friday prayers. 

	Muslims attach importance towards adequate preparation and purification.

Muslims can only pray when they have done the ablution (‘Wudu’)

The actions Muslims perform when praying all have special meaning
Friday is a holy day for Muslims – BUT explain the difference between Sunday – a day of rest for Christians, and Saturday (the Jewish Sabbath) which is a day of rest for Jews.


	Class split in two groups
	Group One
	25 mins
	Prayer Mat; Flipchart paper and pens for the Memory Map

See Resources Pack for an explanation of memory mapping.


	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	Group 2: Muslims at prayer: In the Prayer Hall

Entering The Main Prayer Hall (‘Jamaat Khana’)
· Children learn about the prayer hall as a very holy place – they should remain quiet in there

· It must only be entered when one is properly clean and that is why there is a wash room for making the ablution.

· It is a place of prayer.

Activity

· Identify key features visible or being felt in the main prayer hall and consider their function. For Example: ‘Mimbar’ (Pulpit); ‘Mihrab’ (Niche) facing towards Mecca/Makkah; ‘Musallah’ (Prayer Mats) Carpet; Microphone and speakers; Qur’ans/’Riyaals’; Prayer beads; Notice board – clocks giving information about different prayer times during the day and evening; Peace, calm and tranquillity within the prayer hall.

Questions – in the Faith Centre
I wonder why the prayer hall is very simple?

What does this tell you about Islam?

What feeling do you think Muslims have when they enter this room?

What feelings do you have and why?

How is this prayer hall similar to another place of worship you’ve visited or you know about? How is it different? 

Activity

The children should complete a Compare and Contrast Frame


	The Mosque’s prayer hall is a place of worship just like a Church or Synagogue.

Male Muslims pray to Allah five times a day in this prayer hall. 
Understand the type of an environment in which a Muslim prays.

Consider why a Muslim might pray in this environment.


	Class split in two groups
	Group Two
	25 mins
	Compare and Contrast Frame (see Resource Pack)

For children who have not visited another place of worship, a virtual tour of a high Anglican church might be put onto computer for the children to compare with the prayer hall.

	BREAK FOR REFRESHMENTS, then the children swap groups
	

	Closing Activity   
Children to experience a “Quiet time” sat inside the prayer hall.

How did they feel whilst closing their eyes for a few minutes?

Contrast this with life in the school environment.

Thank yous and good byes.

 
	Reflection, quiet and prayer is important for Muslims.
	
	
	None


PRAYER AND THE MOSQUE

KEY STAGE 2 MUSLIM LEARNING PACKAGE RESOURCE PACK

Bilal and the Call to Prayer

Bilal was one of the first people to become a Muslim when he heard the teachings of the Qur’an. Bilal was a slave in the house of Ummayyah, one of the leaders of the Quraysh. One night, Abu Bakr went to call upon Ummayyah, but no one was at home except Bilal. Abu Bakr talked to Bilal about Islam, and Bilal became a Muslim there and then. When Ummayyah returned and discovered that Bilal had become a Muslim, he was very angry and punished him heavily, but Bilal did not lose his faith.

Muhammad (pbuh) often thought about what was the best way to call people to prayer. Some of his friends suggested using a horn, like the Jews, or a bell, like the Christians, or making fire, like the Zoroastrians, or a wooden clapper, like the Romans. Others suggested raising a flag to let people know that it was time to pray. The Prophet (pbuh) felt that something different should be used, but in the meantime everyone agreed to use a bell.

One day, one of his companions, Abd Allah, came to the Prophet (pbuh) and said he had had a dream in which he saw a man carrying a bell. When he asked the man for the bell to call the people to prayer, the man had answered, “I will teach you a better way.” The man had then recited these words:

Allahu Akbar (4x)



God is most great

Ashhadu an la illaha illa Allah (2x)
I bear witness that there is no God but God

Ashadu anna Muhammad rasulu Allah (2x)
I bear witness that Muhammad (pbuh) is the messenger of God

Hiya ala al salah (2x)

Come to prayer

Hiya ala al felah (2x)



Come to salvation

Allahu Akbar (2x)



God is most great

La illaha illa Allah



There is no God but God

When he heard of this dream, the Prophet (pbuh) said, “This is the will of God.” He told Abd Allah to teach the words to Bilal, because he had a fine, strong voice. 

When Bilal had learned the words, he began to call people to prayer. The beauty of his voice and the power of the words drew the attention of all who heard. 

Bilal became the first person to give the call to prayer (the adhan or azaan). Since then, the adhan has been repeated five times a day around the world.

Memory Maps

These should not be confused with Concept Maps, Mind Maps or Living Maps. Memory Maps develop pupils’ ability to look at a piece of pictorial/diagrammatic information, memorise part of it and reproduce it. Children’s powers of organisation, memory, communication and collaboration are developed.

They are useful for developing collaborative group work and communication skills by focusing in detail on pictures relating to an aspect of RE.

They can be used at the beginning of a unit of work in RE when there is no prior knowledge.

Method:

· The teacher selects a picture, object, map or diagram which contains information relevant to the RE unit being studied.

· Pupils work in groups of 3 or 4 – evenly sized groups if possible. They are told that there is only 1 copy of the map etc, which the teacher has. Their task is to reproduce it as accurately as possible.

· Each group send one representative to look at the map etc, which is uncovered for only 10 seconds!
· Pupils return to their groups and record what they can remember on a blank sheet of paper.

· The next person in the group takes a turn to look at the map etc for 10 seconds… and so forth, until the teacher is satisfied they have had enough time.

· The teacher may wish groups to compare maps etc, noting the differences and adding anything they want to their own map etc.

· As a class, compare results and discuss the strategies for dealing with the task. These might be….

· Recognising key structures/frameworks, which help locate features – grids, frames, road networks, rivers etc.

· The use of colour

· The use of symbols

· Some remember words/text more easily than they do images

· Pupil collaboration and discussion of strategies – eg dividing responsibility either spatially (right, left etc) or in other ways (by words, buildings, etc)

· Pupils talk whilst drawing to consolidate and give clues.

This is an excellent technique for encouraging children to explain, clarify and describe. 

Compare and Contrast Frame

This activity encourages the children to make links between aspects of a faith or between faiths, concentrating on similarities and differences. Children start to make meaning when they compare and contrast and this activity provides a frame for their thoughts and discussions. Young children might use physical objects/pictures/artefacts; older children might use words/concepts.



How are they alike?


How are they different?
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Item 2:
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