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interfaith kirklees – LEARNING PACKAGES: Buddhist Faith Centre


Unit 5A: What does it mean to be part of a Religious Community? (Buddhism)
Duration: 2 hours
	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	Students enter the Gompa (Prayer Hall) with shoes removed to the ‘3 Jewels’ song. They are invited to sit silently, listening and taking in what they see and smell. 
	To be aware of the environment in which they find themselves
	All together
	5 mins
	Ideally there will be members of the lay and ordained Sangha (Buddhist community)

	As the children watch, the 3 stones are slowly removed from the box and placed on a beautiful piece of cloth. The children are told that for Buddhists there are 3 things that are so important in their lives that they are just like jewels. 
In pairs the children think of the things that really matter to them. They write them on post-it notes and use a Diamond 9 to sort them in order of importance. Which are their top 3? Children feedback to the whole group and have to say why these are so important to them.
	To consider the 3 jewels in their lives
	All together and in pairs
	20 mins
	Three jewels – eg: 3 beautiful stones or gems in a box; a beautiful piece of cloth.
A Diamond 9 template for each pair and a set of 9 post-it notes

	The guide explains that the 3 most important things in a Buddhist’s life are mentioned in the opening song. What are they? The Buddha (a leader / a being / an ‘enlightened being’), the Dharma (teachings) and the Sangha (people, or the community of Buddhists).

Children compare and contrast their 3 jewels with the Buddhists 3 jewels. How are they similar? How are they different? Is there anything that surprises them?

Why do they think the Buddhists jewels may be different from theirs? Explain that we’ll be looking at just one of these Jewels – the community of Buddhists (Sangha)

	To consider the 3 jewels in a Buddhist’s life and to compare these with their own 3 jewels
	In pairs
	20 mins
	A Compare and Contrast Frame might be useful.


	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	The children break into 2 groups. They are told they have to solve the mystery – ‘What is the Sangha and Why do Buddhists Live in Religious Communities?’ 

Group One with one of the guides: Using numbered photographs of the Buddhist Sangha, placed in the middle of the circle of children, they should:

· Work in pairs and using only the photographs think of up to 5 questions to which they would like an answer. The guide should encourage open, ‘fat’ questions.

· Work in pairs and using only the photographs, make up some statements about what they think is meant by the word Sangha from what they see. This is discussed with the guide.
Group Two in the kitchen with one of the guides. The guide asks the children to watch the preparation section on the DVD of puja (worship) – 5 mins. Children are asked to generate questions about the Buddhists they see on the DVD and to think particularly about how and why Buddhists live together as part of a community. They then ‘hot seat’ the guide with their chosen questions.
	To begin to answer the question: Why do Buddhists live in Religious Communities?
	Two separate groups
	20 minutes each group
	Set of photographs of the community of Buddhists 
DVD of Buddhist puja

	BREAK
	
	
	10 mins
	Juice and biscuits


	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	Groups One and Two come together and sit on either side of the Gompa. Group One asks Group Two a question they devised and members of Group Two try to answer this – the guides adding to these answers where relevant.

Group Two then asks Group One a question they devised and members of Group One try to answer this – the guides again adding to answers.

This continues until all questions have been answered.
	To order and ask questions in order to answer the question: Why do Buddhists live in religious communities?
	All together. Group One sits on one side of the Gompa; Group Two faces Group One on the opposite side of the Gompa.
	20 mins
	Photographs; Members of the Buddhist Sangha

	Children then work in small groups, and, using the evidence they have built up, try to answer the question at the heart of the mystery: Why do Buddhists Live in Religious Communities?
	
	Groups of 4 or 6
	10 mins
	

	To conclude, the children should compile a PMI (Positives, Minuses and Interesting Points) relating to living in a Sangha. They should compare their ‘positive’ statements with those of the Buddhists themselves. They leave as they entered, to the song of the 3 jewels.
	To articulate the positive points of living together in a religious community
	All together
	10 mins
	


