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interfaith kirklees – LEARNING PACKAGES: South Kirklees Christian Faith Centre


Unit 5B: How are beliefs and values expressed through worship?
SKCFC
Duration: 2 hours
	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	Introduction – Outside 
Welcome the children. 
· Look at some of the buildings around the area: do the children have any questions? What are they used for?
· Ask the children what they notice about the building in front of them (the church). What do they think a church is? What do they think happens inside? Can they tell from the building that it special?

	To put everyone at ease & set boundaries

Big picture

	All children together
	5/10 minutes
	Outside:

None


	Children upstairs and coats etc put down. Sit in a circle around central display of `special’ things 

The Church is a Special Place for Christians Activity 1

Look carefully and listen to music. Share with partner. Theme?- Specialness
The guide explains that for Christians, the church is a very special place. Can they suggest why this may be a special place? The guide may record the children’s thoughts on flipchart. 

Children move to sit in a semicircle around the Evangelists window. The guide acts now as a storyteller sits beside the window and tells the story of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John using the window to illustrate – see resource pack. Following this, the storyteller leads a short time of wondering:

I wonder which of these is your favourite? I wonder which is the most important?  I wonder which of these is most like you?

I wonder which one we could have left out if we only had three spaces not four?
The storyteller concludes: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John told the story of Jesus to the people they knew, and those people passed it on to the people they knew, and they passed it on to the people they knew. And this went on for many generations until people passed it on to the people who built this church and made this window and it helps to tell us and now it passes the story on to you.

The people who come to this church do things here because of the way Jesus told his friends to do them, it has been passed down from person to person. So we are going to find out more about what they do.


	To understand `specialness’/

sacred

The church is a special place because what happens there is a result of the teachings of Jesus 
	All together
	10 mins
15 mins
	Special things in a central display. Candles. Quiet music/CD player

Flipchart and pens

Resource pack – The Story of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	 Children into 2 groups.
The Church is a Special Place for Christians Activity 2a
Group One goes to the Baldachino.   Group to sit/ stand in front of Baldachino; Guide asks what they think it is.Explains it’s a special place within a special place… Sometime when you enter a very special place you need to be ready. Are you ready to step into this very special place? Are you ready to look more closely?

· Children to walk crocodile fashion around the Baldachino, noticing, looking, wondering- maybe the guide directs their attention by saying ‘I wonder what you can see above you?’ ‘ I wonder what you can see that non-one else has noticed?’ ‘Can you see something you like?’ etc.

· Return to area in front of Baldachino; Guide to allow thinking time and then to work in pairs/ small groups to come up with questions they want to know the answers to about their experience of the Baldachino.
· Hot seating; Guide to sit in the ‘hot seat’ and participants take it in turns to ask a question each-noting answers if necessary. Hopefully main sorts of questions will be - 
What’s it for? Why is it there?

What is a cup and a plate doing on it?

Why is there a dove on the roof? Etc

Answers will cover, sacredness, the sacraments, Holy Spirit, heaven, Communion, a place where heaven and earth meet etc

Review: Guide to ask ‘What makes this part of the church special to you?’  Allow children to THINK- PAIR-SHARE their answers.


	There is symbolism attached to this special place
	Group 1 – at the Baldachino
	15 mins


	Chalice and Paten


	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	The Church is a Special Place for Christians Activity 2b
Group Two 
The group moves to the West Window, and this part of the story of Jesus told (resource pack). 
Look quietly.

Talk to neighbour.

What can you see, hear, taste etc?

Questions?

What surprises you? 

Where would you be in story?

How is this celebrated today?


	Beginning to link the story of Jesus with what the church celebrates in festivals 
	Group 2 – at the  West window
	15 mins
	

	Groups 1 and rotate. A BREAK for refreshments should be planned at a strategic point




	Activity            
	Learning Outcome
	Session Structure
	Time  
	Resources

	The Church is a Special Place for Christians Activity 3
The group goes to the front of the church. They sit as a group in the pews/chairs for an experiential activity.

Calming activity and visualisation – of the preparation of the church; of people coming into church; listening to the sounds of the organ; listening to singing; listening to prayer; they might hear about the feelings of worshippers at Huddersfield Parish Church about why the church is so special and why coming to church is so important for them. Keep those thoughts while we move back upstairs.
Activity 4
Move to the Gethsemane window. They gather in a semicircle sitting around the window with the storyteller beside the window as before again using the window to illustrate the story of Life and Death this time – see resource pack. 

The storyteller leads some wondering:

I wonder what Jesus is thinking in this picture? I wonder what the angel is thinking in the picture? I wonder why Jesus thought something so bad might have to happen for it to be right?

I wonder if this is a place where you can find joy?

So I wonder what is you favourite bit of the story we have heard?

I wonder which is the most important bit?

If you look through the window, to the outside you can see the town of Huddersfield and people walking about doing what they need to do today.

I wonder if there is anything that joins this story (point to the Jesus side) to their story (point to the clear side)? Collect the children’s ideas.

Conclusion

So why is the church a special place for Christians?

What new thing have you found out?

What thing surprised you? What would you change?

Thank you and goodbyes

	Christians can tell you why the Parish Church is so special

Christians make a link between the teachings of Jesus and how they believe they should live their own lives
	All together – at the front of the church in the pews/chairs

All together - upstairs


	15 mins

15 mins
	Visualisation – see resources

The sound of the organ of hymns being sung and recited prayers can be put onto tape and played during this part.

Flipchart and pens


