	Unit 6E:  Can You Express Your Spiritual Side In A Work Of Art?



About this unit: An introduction to spirituality expressed through art and music.
The religions studied in this unit: Christianity and Islam
Estimated teaching time for this unit: 7 hours
	Prior learning
	Vocabulary
	Resources

	It is helpful if pupils have:

· Undertaken previous units of work focusing on religion and the arts – eg Unit 4F
	In this unit, pupils will have an opportunity to use words and phrases related to:

· Spirituality
· Tessellation
	· Kandinsky information for teachers

· Examples of Kandinsky art – PowerPoint. These can be found in the resource pack
· Examples of Muslim art – see RE Section of Kirklees Ednet
· Examples of Christian art – see www.nationalgallery.org.uk 




	EXPECTATIONS:    At the end of this unit

	Pupils working towards the expected level will be able to (Level 3):

· Describe some forms of religious expression recognising similarities and differences 

· Ask important questions about religion and beliefs, making links between their own and others’ responses 


	Pupils working at the expected level will be able to (Level 4):

· Suggest meanings for a range of forms of religious expression

· Share ideas about what inspires and influences themselves and others


	Pupils working beyond the expected level will be able to (Level 5):
· Recognise diversity in forms of religious expression, relating this to beliefs
· Explain what inspires and influences them and others, relating this to beliefs



	KIRKLEES AGREED SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES:

To explore a range of practices in religions, their meanings and their connection to beliefs and teachings: the Arts



	ASSESSMENT SUGGESTIONS
Pupils are given 2 pictures that they haven’t seen before – one Christian, one Muslim.
They must answer the following questions:

1) Which religion are they from? How do you know?

2) What are the similarities and differences? 2 ideas for each side.

3) What do you think these pictures mean?

4) What title would you give them?
5) Why do some people use art to explore their spirituality?
There is an example of peer assessment attached to this unit.



	KEY QUESTIONS
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Pupils should:

	TEACHING AND LEARNING

(Including experiences and opportunities)
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Pupils:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	What does it mean to be spiritual?

	Consider the nature of spirituality
	What makes a human being? – body mind and spirit
What do we mean by spirit – Mind Map

Feelings/ thoughts/beliefs

Do you have to believe in God to be spiritual? 
Are you spiritual? Explore pupil understanding

How would you express your spiritual nature? – singing, reading, drawing, praying

Activity – play 3 pieces of music that are very different from each other e.g. tranquil, rock, classical

Pupils write down words that they associate with each – discuss and highlight how it is sometimes difficult to put into words how things make us feel.
There should be an opportunity for pupils to reflect on personal experiences that have been spiritual. A reflective environment – quiet music, candle burning, darkened room – should help to create an appropriate atmosphere.


	Should consider how music can make them feel different emotions which may be linked to spirituality

	3 different types of music needed e.g. rock, tranquil and classical.



	KEY QUESTIONS
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Pupils should:

	TEACHING AND LEARNING

(Including experiences and opportunities)
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Pupils:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	How can you express your spiritual side? 
(part 1)

	Understand that spirituality can be expressed 

through art
	How are colours connected with emotions? Hold up colours and using emotions fans explore how they make them feel.
Connections with paint charts from DIY shops – choose colours for particular rooms of the house.
Introduce Kandinsky – he decided to express his spiritual side in art but only using shapes/colour/ patterns. Show examples of his paintings – through Interactive Whiteboard as whole class activity or on laminated cards for small group work.
Pupils should be directed to consider:

· how a particular picture makes them feel and why; 

· what they think Kandinsky was trying to show;
· a suitable title

Kandinsky listened to music while creating these pictures, and didn’t really think but rather felt where the colours and shapes should go. 
	Should explore the work of Kandinsky

	Kandinsky information for teachers
Examples of Kandinsky art  - see this unit’s Resource Pack


	How can you express your spiritual side? 
(part 2)


	Use music and art as a stimulus to express their spirituality
	Choose 2 pieces of music to play.

Pupils create their own art work thinking about how the music makes them feel. Give the paintings titles and compare the 2 finished paintings. ICT might be used.

	Should compare and contrast spiritual expression through art


	2 Different pieces of music




	KEY QUESTIONS
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Pupils should:

	TEACHING AND LEARNING

(Including experiences and opportunities)
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Pupils:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	What is the spiritual meaning of the ‘Mystic Nativity’ painting

	Explore Christian art and its symbolism
	Using the picture ‘Mystic Nativity by Sandro Botticelli, 
Memory Mapping activity. Pupils are in groups of 5, numbered 1-5. Each pupil comes up and looks at the picture and tries to remember a particular part of it e.g. bottom left, top right etc.

Each group then created its own version of the picture.

Give a copy of the picture – see website – to each pair or group and ask them to look at the detail.

What are the key features?

Is there anything unusual?

What do you think the artist was trying to say?

What are people’s reactions to Jesus?

Explore the symbolism of each part

e.g. Olive branches are a symbol of peace

The Latin says ‘Glory of God’

The key figures are larger than the others

Angels hug people and are drawing them up towards Heaven.

Heaven and Earth are coming closer together through the birth of Jesus.

The evil devils are retreating down holes because someone stronger has arrived – Jesus.

Writing activity - If pupils were able to enter the painting and become part of it,

How would they feel? 

What would they see?

What would they hear?

What would they smell?


	Study and explore the meaning of the Christian art of Sandro Botticelli

	The Memory Mapping thinking skill is fully explained in the RE  Handbook 

To download a copy of Mystic Nativity painting by Sandro Botticelli – go to:
www.nationalgallery.org.uk 

This activity would work well using an Interactive Whiteboard, the image downloaded into a Notebook and the pupils encouraged to record their questions, observations and ideas of symbolism by the side of it.


	KEY QUESTIONS
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Pupils should:

	TEACHING AND LEARNING

(Including experiences and opportunities)
	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Pupils:
	WIDER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES / POINTS TO NOTE

	How do Muslims express their spirituality through art?


	Understand the nature of Islamic art, focussing on tessellation
	Give pupils examples of Islamic art – patterns and calligraphy. (This should build upon Unit 4F)
Ask them to come up with questions about it.

e.g. Why are there no people or animals?

Why are there just patterns?

What does it mean?

What language is it?

Explore the following:

i) Non-representational – no people or animals – this prevents Muslims from being tempted to worship the image instead of Allah

ii) Balance and order – bases of the law of creation

iii) No calculations needed – straight edges and compasses used only

iv) Repeated patterns are called tessellations.

Pupil create their own tessellations - using maths skills 
	Should produce their own tessellation – and consider how it is an expression of Islamic spirituality

	www.tessellations.org
http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/tessellate  - fantastic computer programme that lets you tessellate and create new shapes on the computer 
www.library.thinkquest.org/16661 



